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the German Government, had interviews with Monsieur Paul-Bon-
cour, Mr. Norman Davis, and Mr. Eden. On Sir John Simon's arrival
on the llth further discussions took place, from which it appeared
that the Trench, British, and American representatives were in general
agreement as to their line of action.1 It also appeared that the French
Government—who were being subjected to bitter criticism from the
Nationalists2—felt strongly that they could not make any further
concessions. On the 12th October a meeting took place between
Sir John Simon and Herr Nadolny, and after this interview Herr
Nadolny returned to Berlin to report to the Government. A Cabinet
meeting was held on the 13th at which President Hindenburg, who
had returned unexpectedly to Berlin from East Prussia, was present;
and, although it was denied in Germany that any decision regarding
withdrawal from the Conference had been reached at this meeting,
the rapidity with which one event followed another on the 14th
October led outside observers to conclude that the steps which the
German Government took on that day had been fully planned in
advance, even if the final decision was not taken until the last
moment.
On the morning of the 14th October the Bureau of the Disarma-
ment Conference met and heard a statement from Sir John Simon.
It had been arranged that the British Foreign Secretary, on behalf of
the representatives of the Great Powers who had been in consultation
together, should explain the position and give an outline of the
proposals which had taken shape during the negotiations that had
begun in September. Sir John Simon's account of the conversations
was sufficiently short to be quoted in full:
So far as the United Kingdom representatives are concerned, we have
taken part in meetings at different times with the French, German,
Italian and American representatives, as well as in a number of talks
with the representatives of some other Powers. These conversations
have led me to take the view that the draft convention which the
United Kingdom Government put before the General Commission over
six months ago, and which has been unanimously adopted as the general
framework for the proposed agreement, will require to be in some
respects recast.
1	The Italian representative at G-eneva does not seem to have taken an
active part in the conversations at this stage, bnt in Borne Signor Mussolini
was in close touch -with the Ambassadors of Great Britain, France, and Germany
and was said to be trying to find a conciliatory formula.
2	The main Nationalist attack was directed against the proposal that the
standardization of Continental armies should begin during the first period,
since this would involve some reduction in French strength before the efficacy
of the system of supervision had been proved.

